
NORFOLK APARTMENTS
STONINGTON

THE



NORFOLK APARTMENTS
STONINGTON

THE



A History of Stonington Mansion



Stonington was built in 1890 as the family residence of John Wagner, 
a founding partner in the iconic Cobb & Co coach service in Victoria. 
The residence was designed by London-born architect, Charles 
D’Ebro, who designed many Melbourne landmarks including Princes 
Bridge, Georges in Collins Street and the Prahran Town Hall. The 
name, Stonington, came from the town in Connecticut, U.S.A. where 
Wagner’s wife, Mary, was born. Wagner lived with his family in the 
mansion until his death in 1901.

In 1901, the Commonwealth Parliament was located in Melbourne. 
As Government House was serving as the residence of the Governor 
General, Stonington became the vice-regal residence for seven State 
Governors until 1931 (when the Federal Government moved to the 
new national capital, Canberra). It was during this time that the 
spelling of the name became Stonington.

A History of Stonington Mansion

The mansion’s first association with education came when it served 
as St. Margaret’s School from 1931-1938. After a short period as an 
after-care centre for polio patients, the onset of World War II saw the 
Red Cross making use of the house and grounds as a convalescent 
hospital.

In a return to an educational focus, Stonington became home to 
Toorak Teacher’s College in 1957. The title changed to the State 
College of Victoria in 1973; and Victoria College in 1981. Victoria 
College then merged with Deakin University in 1992. Whilst the 
City of Stonnington takes its name from the mansion, the residence 
has since reverted to its original spelling. 



Stonington Mansion c.1912



The Historic Gardens



Over the years there has been some debate over whether the Stonington 
gardens were actually designed by William R. Guilfoyle, a director of 
the Royal Botanical Gardens in South Yarra, or inspired by the work 
he was undertaking on his ‘landscape canvas’ at the time.

What is certain is that the Stonington gardens have their own place 
in history. Over the past century the gardens have welcomed royalty, 
heads of state and notable celebrities. They have hosted countless 
garden parties and croquet games, provided a playground for vice-
regal children, grown vegetables for convalescing soldiers, and helped 
to inspire a generation of educators, writers and artists. Importantly, 
many of the original design elements that first captured visitor’s 
imaginations in the late 1800’s are still here today.

It is these gardens that will now form the backdrop to Malvern’s most 
exciting new homes.

The Historic Gardens

“Stonington is a most valuable object lesson in gardening with its 
beautiful lawns and terraces and most refreshingly large spaces. 
The herbaceous borders, which stand as a lasting memorial to Lady 
Talbot’s regime, were exquisitely fragrant as well as picturesque. 
Lavender, columbines, snapdragons, rosemary, Sweet William and 
such delightsome things supplemented the roses, which made a 
perfect picture on the terrace.”

(Excerpt from “The Southern Sphere”, on a garden party given by 
Governor Talbot’s wife in 1908).
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Artist’s Impression

The Norfolk Apartments

Everything about these apartments is generous, luxurious and 
unrivalled. Rigorous planning ensures maximum daylight and a 
seamless flow. Spacious living areas and tall ceilings, balconies and 
courtyards that are true outdoor living spaces, natural stones and 
timbers, study spaces, timber flooring in the living areas, additional 
on-site storage and visitor parking are among the standard features.
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Timeless contemporary style and 
quality with a focus on clean lines,
rich textures and effortless 
maintenance. 

• Timber floors
• Pure wool carpet
• Entertainer’s kitchen with stone 

benchtops and glass splashbacks
• Stainless steel Miele appliances
• Reverse cycle air conditioning

Finishes & Details

Artist’s Impression



The Location
Malvern



Recognised as one of the most prestigious suburbs in Melbourne 
Malvern is located just seven kilometres from the city centre.  
Respected for its beautiful Victorian and Edwardian Architecture 
nestled in canopied tree lined streets; the area is synonymous with an 
abundance of public gardens and elegant shopping. The prestigious 
antique and art precinct in nearby High Street an easy walk away.

The Location, Malvern

Top - Local restaurants
Bottom - High Street Malvern’s renowned retail shops



Below left and right - A taste of the 
surrounding Malvern shopping experience



Located just 7 km from the CBD, Malvern sits within the centre of 
Melbourne’s exclusive South Eastern suburbs, surrounded by Toorak, 
Armadale and Glen Iris. Close to a range of transport options 
including the Camberwell tram, as well as the Hawksburn and 
Armadale train stations, with convenient access to main road links to 
the CBD.

Visit Fawkner Park or walk around nearby Albert Park. Take 
advantage of the wide range of exclusive private schools in the area 
including Loreto Mandeville, Lauriston Girls and Scotch College.
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Founded in 1991 by Melbourne architects Shane Rothe and 
Kim Lowman, Rothe Lowman has established a reputation as 
one of Australia’s most respected and well known architectural 
firms.

The firm’s award-winning architectural approach
combines an unfaltering commitment to design excellence, 
with the ability to imbue value, form and function to projects 
of every scale.

www.rothelowman.com.au

World renowned for cutting-edge, luxurious residential 
developments, the Ever Bright Group is committed to 
excellence in creating prestigious properties reflecting quality, 
sophistication and elegance.

With a five star approach to every project, Ever Bright aims 
for a harmonious blend of architecture and design, bringing 
together the best in their fields for all collaborations.
The result: award-winning residences appealing to the most 
discerning of buyers around the globe. Recent projects include 
the Victoria Gardens building in Beijing, designed by leading 
Melbourne architects Bates Smarts.

www.ebg.net.au

Ark Resources is a leader in sustainable building design.
At Stonington, this innovative and award-winning
design team will demonstrate that energy efficiency,
ecologically sustainable design and commercial success
can go hand-in-hand.

www.ark-resources.com.au

Tract Consultants emerged in the early 1970s as
Australia’s first national planning, urban design and
landscape design practice. With a presence in Australia’s
three largest cities, Tract has brought a breadth of
integrated planning and landscape design skills to
a broad range of projects throughout our cities and
suburban areas.

www.tract.net.au

Rothe Lowman Ever Bright Group

Ark Resources

Tract Consultants

Disclaimer: 
The information held in this document has been prepared with all reasonable care and thought, however the Ever Bright Group and its related companies and agents do not warrant the 
accuracy of any information shown and do not accept any liability for negligence, any error or descrepancy of otherwise in the items shown. Illustration and images in this document are 
depictions and impressions only and are for presentation purposes only. Advertising material is representatives only and may be subject to change to a similar product without notice.






